
INTERNATIONAL PERMFROST ASSOCIATION 

N e w s l e t t e r  No. 3 December 1987 

T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i r d  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e r m a f r o s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  
( I P A ) .  I tems f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  N e w s l e t t e r  a r e  welcomed - j u s t  send 
them t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  General .  

EXECUTIVE COI,,~IT~EE AND COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The E x e c u t i v e  Committee and t h e  f u l l  Counc i l  met  i n  e a r l y  August  i n  Ot tawa, 
Canada. The d r a f t  m i n u t e s  and t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Ad Hoc Committee on  
Commissions/Working Groups were s e n t  t o  a l l  member c o u n t r i e s  on 2 1  October  
1987. A t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  C o u n c i l ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  member c o u n t r i e s  i n  
a t tendance  p r e s e n t e d  o r a l  and /o r  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  on IPA a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  Some o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  a r e  g i v e n  be low i n  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r  
and o t h e r s  w i l l  be i n c l u d e d  i n  N e w s l e t t e r  No. 4. 

REPORTS FROM MEMBER COUNTRIES 

ARGENT1 NA 

Committee f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e r m a f r o s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  

A r t u  r o  E. C o r t e  ( p r e s i d e n t )  
Hugo F o u r n i e r  ( V i c e - p r e s i d e n t )  
Ma nu a  1  Mama n  i 
E n r i q u e  Buk 
M. Maidana 

Adher ing  N a t i o n a l  Body 

D a r i o  Trombot to  
C e c i l i a  Regai r a z  
Ana L i a  Ahumada 
S a n t i a g o  Grosso 

Consejo Nac iona l  de I n v e s t i g a c i o n e s  C i e n t i f i c a s  y I e c n i c a s  (CONICET) 
Avda R i v a d a v i a  1917 
1010 Buenos A i r e s  Agen t i na  

O r g a n i z a t i o n  

The A r g e n t i n a  members f o r  t h e  IPA be long  t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Research Counc i l  ( C o n i c e t ) .  The A r g e n t i n a  IPA members a r e  a l s o  members o f  
t h e  L a t i n  American su b-commisson on t h e  S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  P e r i g l a c i a l  Phenomena 
o r  t h e  A r g e n t i n a  P e r i g l a c i a l  Research Group. They h o l d  mee t ings  each y e a r  
and t h e i r  r e s u l t s  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  ACTAS GEOCRIOGENICAS. Three Actas  have 
been pu b l  i shed .  The n e x t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  A p r i l  1988 i n  -to 
Madryn , Patagon ia  , on t h e  s u b j e c t  : Carbonate  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  u n d e r  c r y o g e n i c  
c o n d i t i o n s .  Ac tas  w i l l  a c c e p t  papers  i n  Span ish  b u t  papers i n  E n g l i s h  a r e  
a l s o  welcomed w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  mak ing t h e  j o u r n a l  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  media. 

Research 

1 -Perma f ros t  geophys i cs ;  a c t i v e  l a y e r ,  p e r m a f r o s t  d e p t h  and t h e  s u b p e r m a f r o s t  
a q u i f e r  were d e t e r m i n e d  by  geoe l  e c t r i c a l  and aud iomagne to te lu  r i c  sound ings  
o v e r  d e b r i s  cove red  g l a c i e r s  ( r o c k  g l a c i e r s )  b y  F o u r n i e r ,  Co r te ,  Mamani, and 
B o r z o t t a .  



?-Act ive  l a y e r  i n  rock g l a c i e r s  and d e b r i s  covered g l a c i e r s  and cryogenic  
d e b r i s  were analysed i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  heavy mineral  concen t r a t i on  a t  t h e  
bottom of t h e  a c t i v e  l a y e r  (Ahumada) Ph.D. Thesis  Un ive r s i t y  of Tucuman. 

3-Hydrological a spec t s  of d e b r i s  covered g l a c i e r s  and rock g l a c i e r s  ( E .  B u k  
and Luis Lenzano). 

4-Central Andes permafrost  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  l a t  21-35, i s  analysed with  t h e  main 
processes  which a r e  r e l a t e d  t o :  s eg rega t i on  i c e  (pingo o r  p a l s a ) ,  d e b r i s  
covered g l a c i e r s  and rock g l a c i e r s .  

5-Soil genes i s  i n  t h e  s l opes  of t h e  C a r d i l l e r a  Frontal  El P l a t a  ( C .  
~ e g a i  r a z )  . 

6-A M.A. Thesis  (Rio IV Un ive r s i t y )  on t h e  g l a c i a l  and P e r i g l a c i a l  of  t h e  
Torreci  11 a s  and Las Lenan by Sa t iago  Grosso. 

7-A Ph.D. Thesis  f o r  t h e  Univers i ty  of S a l t a  on t h e  Glac ia l  and P e r i g l a c i a l  
of t h e  S i e r r a  San t a ,  V ic to r i a  by Fe.lipe R i v e l l i .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o o ~ e r a t i o n  

1-Heidel berg Un ive r s i t y :  Ph.D. Thesis  by Dario Trmbotto on t h e  Per ig l  a c i a l  
and permafrost  ?f  Langunita del  P l a t a ;  This i s  "Sandwich" exchange Dr. D. 
Barsch and Dr. t o r t e .  

2-Heidelberg Un ive r s i t y :  Ph.D.  Thesis  by Hans Happold on t h e  balance of  a  
deb r i  s-covered g l a c i e r  , Horcones Aconcagu a ,  Dr. Barsch and Dr. Corte 
Agreement. 

3 -Univers i ty  of Nebraska, Lincoln,  Neb. Dr. William Wayne has been a  v i s i t i n g  
r e s e a r c h e r  i n  an agreeme'fi w i t h  NSF and CONICET. - .  

4-Di e t r i c h  Barsch V i s i t i n g  r e s e a r c h e r  
5-With Japan Low Temperature Sc ience ,  Hokkaido U n i v e r s i t y ,  Sapporo,  Japan and 

CONICET agreement f o r  r e s ea r ch  on permafrost  on Marambio (Seymou r )  Is1 and. 
Japan: Fukuda, Nogami , h o t o ,  and Koizumi. From Argent ina :  Cor te ,  B u k ,  
and S t r e l l  i n .  

6-Dra Thea Vogt (S t rasbourg  Un ive r s i t y )  France l e c t u r e d  i n  advdlrce courses  on 
ca rbona te  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  under  c ryogenic  cond i t i ons .  

The Andes Chain from t h e  Caribbean Sea 10 NL. sea t o  55 SL. o f f e r s  a  unique 
labora tor ium f o r  t h e  s t udy  of t h e  co ld  geosphere and b io sphe re ,  and f o r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  coopera t ion .  

The Argentine Committee f o r  IPA w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  c o n t a c t s  with r e s e a r c h e r s  on 
geochemical a s p e c t s  i n  co ld  reg ions .  

Report by Dr. A.E .  Corte 

CANADA 

Dr. H . M .  French repor ted  on permafrost  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Canada. Inasmuch as  a  
f u l l  r e p o r t  was given i n  Newslet ter  No. 2 ,  d e t a i l s  a r e  not repor ted  here .  
Dr. French r a i s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  Canada hos t ing  t h e  VII I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Conference on Permafrost  i n  1998. 

CHINA 

1. The Chinese Soc ie ty  of Glaciology and Geocryology (CSGG) 

The CSGG i s  an adher ing body t o  IPA. I t  has 16 group-members, 643 



i n d i v i d u a l  members from 180 i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agenc ies  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  

The t h i r d  c o u n c i l  o f  CSGG (1987-1990)  has been formed. The o f f i c e r s  o f  
CSGG a r e :  

P r e s i d e n t :  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s  : 

S e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l :  
V i c e - S e c r e t a r y  General  

Shi  Yafeng (LIGG) 
Zhou Y o u w ,  X ie  Z ichu (LIGG) 
Xu Shaox in  ( H e i l o n g j i a n g  P r o v i n c i a l  
Research I n s t i t u t e  o f  Water Conservancy)  
Wang Zhugu i ( N o r t h w e s t  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Ch inese Ra i lway ,  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s )  
Cheng Guodong (LIGG) 
He Xing (LIGG) 

2. Proposed F u t u r e  A c t i v i t i e s  

The e n l a r g e d  m e e t i n g  o f  s t a n d i n g  c o u n c i l  members was h e l d  i n  Lanzhou on  
March 28,  1987. Some f u t u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  have been d e c i d e d :  

a )  The f i r s t  m e e t i n g  of  c o u n c i l  members CSGG w i l l  be h e l d  i n  Lanzhou on 
Nov. 2, 1987. 

b )  The 4 t h  N a t i o n a l  Conference on G l a c i o l o g y  and Geoc ryo logy  and t h e  
C e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  3 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  of  G l a c i e r  and P e r m a f r o s t  S t u d i e s  
i n  China w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  Lanzhou on Oct .  5, 1988. 

c )  The Symposium o n  W a t e r n a r y  G l a c i a t i o n  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  1989. 
d )  The new' E d i t o r i a l  ' ~ o a r d  o f -  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  G l a c i o l o g y  and Geoc ryo logy  

has been approved by  t h e  mee t i ng .  Sh i  Yafeng i s  t h e  c o n s u l t i n g  
e d i t o r ,  L i  J i j u n  f r om Lanzhou U n i v e r s i - t y  i s  t h e  c h i e f  e d i t o r ,  and t h e  
d e p u t y  c h i e f  e d i t o r s  a r e  Huang Maohuan, Cheng Guodong and - &, He Xing.  

3. V. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on P e r m a f r o s t ,  1988. 

A s u b s t a n t i a l  Ch inese p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  V I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference o n  
P e r m a f r o s t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .  A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  Norwegian O r g a n i z i n g  
Committee, a  Ch inese Review Committee has been e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  
a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  CSGG. 46 papers  have been s e l e c t e d .  The CSGG l o o k s  
f o r w a r d  t o  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  VICOP, b u t  we s t i l l  have f i n a n c i a l  
p rob lems.  

4 .  V I  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on P e r m a f r o s t ,  1993. 

It i s  f o r m a l l y  approved b y  t h e  China A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  Sc ience  and 
Techno logy  t h a t  t h e  V I  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on  P e r m a f r o s t  w i l l  be 
h e l d  i n  B e i j i n g ,  China i n  J u l y ,  1993. F i e l d  t r i p s  a r e  t o  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  
China,  t h e  T i  an Shan Mounta ins  and t h e  Q i n g h a i  - T i  b e t a n  Planeau. 

Repo r t  b y  P r o f e s s o r  Cheng Guodong on i t e m s  1,2,3,4. 

5. A  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  Chinese S o c i e t y  o f  G l a c i o l o g y  and 
Geocryo l  ogy. 

The Chinese S o c i e t y  o f  G l  a c i o l o g y  and Geocryo l  ogy  (CSGG) was e s t a b l  i s h e d  
on March 21, 1980. I t s  s e c r e t a r i a t  o f f i c e  i s  s e t  u p  i n  Lanzhou C i t y ,  



China, under t h e  ausp ices  of t he  Lanzhou I n s t i t u t e  of  .:!aciology and 
Geocryology, Academia' S in i ca .  

The present  and founding p re s iden t  of CSGG i s  Professor  Shi Yafeng,the 
founder and opener of Glaciology in  China. 

Now, t he  CSGG has 16 group-members, 643 ind iv idua l  members, inc lud ing  48 
s tuden t  members, from 180 i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agencies  a l l  over  t h e  country.  
Bes ides ,  i t  has 30 fo r e ign  members, inc lud ing  5  honorary and 25 corresponding 
ones from t h e  U.S.A., Japan, Canada and B r i t a i n .  

Since i t s  e s t ab l i shmen t ,  t h e  CSGG has held 7  s c i e n t i f i c  con fe r ences ,  of  which 
t h e r e  were t h r e e  on permafros t ,  t h e  f i r s t  one was held on Nov. 27 t o  Dec. 3 ,  
1978, Lanzhou; t h e  second, Oct. 4 t o  13, 1981, Lanzhou; and t h e  t h i r d ,  Aug. 
19 t o  24, Harbin. Proceedings were published a f t e r  every conference .  The 
Journal of  Glaciology and ~ e o c r y o l o g y  i s  e d i t e d  by t h e  CSGG t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
Lanzhou I n s t i t u t e  of Glaciology and Geocryology, Academia S in i ca .  Four 
i s s u e s  a r e  publ ished each year,  Up t o  now, t h e   journal has publ ished 8  
volumes and 34 i s s u e s .  Since 1985, t h e  CSGG has s e t  up an Excel 1  ence Award 
i n  Ice and Permafrost  S tud ies  t o  encourage ou ts tanding  g l a c i o l o g i s t s  and 
geoc ryo log i s t s .  In 1986, 15 people obtained such an award. 

The CSGG i s  an adher ing body of t h e  In t e rna t i ona l  Permafrost  Assoc i a t i on ,  and 
i s  widely connected with r e l a t e d  o rgan i za t i ons  a l l  over  t h e  world. I t  
l i a i s e s  with i t s  adhering bodies f o r  coo rd ina t i ng  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c i e n t i f i c  exchange on g l ac io logy  and geocryology. The CSGG 
hopes t o  help t h e  I P A  in  holding t h e  VI I n t e rna t i ona l  Conference 1993. 

Report by He Xing and Qiu Guoqing on item 5. 

6. Tianshan Glac io log ica l  S t a t i o n  

Se t  u p  i n  1959 and l oca t ed  a t  t h e  nor th  f l ank  of  mount Kara'uchen i n  
Tianshan mountains and t h e  upper courses  of  Urumqi River ,  t h e  Tianshan 
Glac io log ica l  S t a t i o n  of  Lanzhou I n s t i t u t e  of GI ac io logy  and 
Geocryology, Academia S i n i c a ,  i s  a  f i e l d  base f o r  comprehensive a1 pine 
s c i e n t i f i c  obse rva t i ons ,  experiements and research  cen t red  around 
g l a c i e r s ,  inc lud ing  mainly g l ac io logy ,  g l a c i a l  hydrology and c l ima to logy ,  
ice-snow phys ics ,  cold region hydrology, g l a c i a l  , geology and 
geomorphology, cryopedol ogy, mountain ecology,  environmental s c i e n c e ,  
a l p i n e  p l an t  and s o i l  s t u d i e s .  The s t a t i o n  has a  research  b a s i n ,  29.6 
km i n  a r ea  with a  27% g l a c i e r  cover and a  minimum a l t i t u d e  of  3408 m ,  
maximum 4436 m. Research i s  focused on t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  of fo rmat ion ,  
development and v a r i a t i o n s  of  t h e  con t inen t a l  g l a c i e r s  i n  China, t h e  
format ion ,  t rans format ion  and u t i 1  i z a t i o n  of  mountain water resources  , as  
well a s  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  between cryosphere  and environment. The main 
t a s k  i s  t o  f u r n i s h  da t a  from t h e  pos i t i on ing  and perennial  obse rva t i ons  
f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  research  on t h e  g l a c i e r i z e d  a r e a s ,  t o  o f f e r  a  p lace  
f o r  research  and manufacture of advanced ins t ruments  and equipment f o r  
a1 pine f i e l d  obse rva t i ons ,  con t inuous ly  t o  improve t h e  e x i s t i n g  
observa t ion  system, and t o  o rgan ize  research  programs with higher  
s c i e n t i f i c  l e v e l .  The s t a t i o n  i s  opened domes t ica l ly  and abroad ,  
encourages s c i e n t i f i c  cooperat ion and exchange, i n v i t e s  and coo rd ina t e s  
s c i e n t i s t s  t o  c a r r y  out  research  programs on spec i a l  s u b j e c t s ,  and 



receives undergraduate and gradua.te s tudents to  work for  t h e i r  t h e s i s  
programs. 

2eport by Kang Ersi . i n  item 6. 

FINLAND 

Report of a c t i v i t i e s  in Finland o n  permafrost s t u d i e s :  

A f r o s t  s tudies  symposium was organized i n  March 1986. Some 1 2  , apers wei., 
presented. Some 60 people par t ic ipated .  
The "Arctic v i l lage"  experimental building project  in  Kil p i s j a rv i  (c.69- N )  i s  
t e s t i n g  some new ideas in construction.  
An outdoor experimental study of  a r t i f i c i a l  freezing of ground i s  being 
c0nducte.d in h l u  (65-N) by the S ta te  Technical Research Centre (VTT) and 
h l u  University. 
A proposal t o  enlarge the f r o s t  measuring network and coordinate the 
recording among several a u t h o r i t i e s  has been made. Data banks of recordings 
a r e  under pl anni n g .  
& ~ ~ e r m a f r o s t A m a U t k s - k a w e  Be- f e u d  by geoflettrfcz? s u ~ m d i r r g r b ~  - - 

L .  King and M.- Sepp'dl'd. The report  i s  ready t o  be published. 
We will be involved in the  V International  Conference on Permafrost in plans 
fo r  a  j o i n t  excursion in Norway, Sweden and Finland. 

Report by Dr. Matti Sepp'dlx. 

JAPAN 

Studies on underground massive i ce  in the Mackenzie Delta area in August of 
1986 and March of 1987 (Chief:  Dr. K. Fujino, I n s t i t u t e  of Low Temperature 
Science) &:.% . Studies on perigl ac ia l  phenomena around Angentina's Antarct ic  base camp 

November-December of 1387 (Chief: Dr. M. Fukuda, I n s t i t u t e  of Low 
Temperature Science, Cooperation w i t h  Dr. A. Corte) . Alpine permafrost in the  cent ra l  mountains of Hokkaido, Japan in the  
summer of 1987 (Chief:  Dr. M. Fukuda) . Several people from Japan will  at tend the Permafrost Conference a t  Normay 
in August 1988. 

The I n s t i t u t e  of Low Temperature Science (Japan) 

The I n s t i t u t e  i s  composed of 12 sect ions :  Physics, Applied Physics, 
Meteorology, Oceanography, Snow damage, Frost heaving, Snow melt ,  Solid 

- p w c i p i ~ t i e r r p & s k , Z e e l f q ~  Pkysfobggr Biochm.s t r f i  f r o s t  t n  j u r y i n  
p lants .  The main f a c i l i t i e s  are located a t  North 19, West 8 ,  Sapporo, 
Hokkaido. Other f a c i l i t i e s  a re :  the  Sea Ice Research Laboratory serving as 
a  branch laboratory ( i n  Monbetsu along the Okhotsk Sea coas t )  and three f i e l d  
observatories fo r  avalanche s tud ies  ( i n  Toikanbetsu), f r o s t  heaving ( i n  
Tomakomai), and snow melt ( i n  Moshiri). The I n s t i t u t e  i s  s t a f fed  with almost 
90 members made u p  of 50 s c i e n t i s t s  and the  remainder offer ing technical and 
administrat ive support.  

The Japanese Society of Snow of Ice 



The s o c i e t y  has approximately 820 r e g u l a r  members, 130 a s s o c i a t e  members and 
180 group members. I n t e rna l  research  groups a r e  organized wi th in  t h e  
s o c i e t y :  s o l i d  s t a t e  s t u d i e s  of snow and i c e ,  d r i f t i n g  snow, ava lanches ,  
urban snow d i s a s t e r s ,  f rozen ground and g l a c i a l  data  c e n t e r .  The annual 
sc ience  meeting which i s  held i n  October every year  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  17 
c a t e g o r i e s  a s  fo l l ows :  Physics of i c e ,  Frozen ground and f r o s t  heaving,  Lake 
and sea i c e ,  Accretion of snow and i c e ,  avalanches  and snow on s l o p e s ,  
mechanical p r o p e r t i e s  of depos i ted  snow, mel t ing of snow, snow on r o o f s ,  snow 
removal and d i s p o s a l ,  snow pa tches ,  g l a c i e r s  and i c e  s h e e t s ,  snow and 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  metamorph-ism and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of snow, f a l l i n g  snow 
phenomena, u t i l i z a t i o n  of snow, methods of measuring snow, snow c r y s t a l s  and 
d r i f t i n g  ,snow. 

Report by Dr. S. Kinos i ta .  

NETHERLANDS 

1. S t a t e  Geological Survey 
(modest)  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Antarc t ica  Programme of t h e  Fed. Rep. of 
Germany, s u b j e c t  sediment a n a l y s i s  of she1 f  d e p o s i t s  and gl a c i o - t e c t o n i c  
s t u d i e s .  

2 .  Univers i ty  of h s t e r d a m ,  Physical Geography Laboratory.  
Comparative gl a c i o - t e c t o n i c  s t u d i e s  i n  nor thwestern Europe, t he  Swiss 
A1 ps and Spi t sbergen .  

3. Univers i ty  of U t r ech t ,  Geographical I n s t i t u t e .  
Comparative f l u v i o -  and niveo-eol ian s t u d i e s  in  nor thwestern Europe, 
nor thwestern A1 aska and Green1 and. 

4 .  Free Un ive r s i t y  in  Amsterdam, I n s t i t u t e  of Earth Sciences .  
S tud ies  of  i n a c t i v e ,  P l e i s t ocene  p e r i g l a c i a l  phenomena in  nzr thwestern 
Europe. 

Report by Professor  Dr. Edward A.  Koster. 

NORWAY'  

1. Permafrost  - Arct ic  Technology 

Un ive r s i t y  of Oslo,  Department of Geography 
Several s t u d e n t s  a r e  working on permafrost  problems. Act ively mapping a t  
Sval bard.  

Norwegian Polar  Research I n s t i t u t e  
Main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  research  a t  Svalbard.  Cooperation with na t iona l  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and r e sea rche r s .  

Univers i ty  of Trondheim 
Offers  an i n t roduc t i on  course  t o  po la r  s t u d i e s .  (Several  s h o r t  courses .  ) 

Norwegian I n s t i t u t e  of Techno1 ogy 
blore emphasis on a r c t i c  technology in  educa t ion .  
SINTEF (Research Organizat ion a t  t h e  Norwegian I n s t i t u t e  of Technology) 



Cooperative Arctic Research Programme with ESSO (ESARC) s ta r t ed .  

Norwegian Geotechnical I n s t i t u t e  
Actively engaged in permafrost research a t  Svalbard (sponsors NTNF,  
S ta toi l  ) .  Mapping, sampl ing , permafrost s t a t i on ,  computer programmes, shore 
1 ine instrumentation, ice  forces ,  buildings, laboratory. 

National Research Council (NTNF)  
Committee on Permafrost 
Responsible for  organization of VICOP 
Information (Frost  i  Jord) 
Adhering body for  IPA 

2 .  Meetings - symposiums e t c . ,  

IGU Commission, The Significance of Periglacial  Phenomena, Nordic Group : 
Fie1 d Symposium on Frost Phenomena, Sval bard July-August 1987. 

Norwegian In s t i t u t e  o f  Technology 
12-hour symposium on Sval bard. Trondheim with overnight f l  ight  to  Sval bard. 

SINTEF (Research Organization, Trondheim) 
One week symposium on a r c t i c  technology on Svalbard. July 1987. 

University of Trondheim 
Three week symposium a t  Svalbard on Arctic Science and Technology. 
July-August 1987. 

Narvi k Engineering College . 
Symposium o n  applied ice  mechanics. September 8-9, 1987. 

Report by Dr. K. Flaate. 

P O L A N D  

Studies on Permafrost and re la ted  phenomena conducted by Polish groups 

The investigations are  carr ied  out in two d i rec t ions  - studies on 
contemporary permafrost in the Arctic and s tudies  on the  r e l i e f  features and 
foss i l  permafrost s t ruc tu re  of Polish t e r r i t o ry .  The l a t t e r  s tudies  
were begun as ea r ly  as 1909 by Walery Lozinski and are  known as the 
periglacial  problems of the Pleistocene in Europe. I t  i s  an in te res t ing  f a c t  
t ha t  the Pleistocene perigl ac ia l  problems became a stimulus to  organizing 
Polish a r c t i c  expeditions in the interwar period t o  Greenland11937 and to  
Spitsbergenll934, 19381, the aim being t o  find i n  those areas contemporary 
forms of the Pleistocene periglacial  r e l i e f  of the  Polish t e r r i t o r y .  When 
searching for  the sources of the i n t e r e s t  taken by Polish researchers in 
permafrost problems, mention should a1 so be made of the s ign i f i can t  
contributions of Poles t o  s tudies  on the permafrost of Siberia in the 19th 
century. Those invest igat ions  were ch ie f ly  conducted by Polish po l i t i ca l  
ex i l e s ,  such as Leonard Jaczewski , who was the author of the f i r s t  map of 
"permanently frozen ground" in Siberia in 1889 

Our investigations have mostly been carried o u t  during expeditions to  various 



a r c t i c  a n d  subarct ic  regionsjsee map/ as well as a t  our permanent s t a t i o n s  in 
Spi tsbergen/Hornsund, Be1 1 sund, Kaffroyraland on King George Is1 and/Sou t h  
Shetland, Antart ical .  In the 70 's  we carr ied  out deta i led  s t a t i o n a r y  s tudies  
on the extremely continental type of permafrost of Mongolia. 

The technical means of o u r  inves t igat ions  are l imi ted ,  e.g. we are unable t o  
perform deep s t ruc tu re  d r i l l i n g s .  This i s  why we have concentrated on the 
permafrost surface l a y e r s ,  i .e .  ch ie f ly  on the ac t ive  layer  of permafrost. 

The research subjects /projec ts /  of our polar s t a t i o n s  a t  Hornsund, Bellsund 
on Spitsbergen a re :  

The freezing and thawing process of the so i l  with reference t o  the 
c l imat ic  condit ions,  temperature and pressure var ia t ions  in the ground- 



Cryostatic s t r a i n ,  whole-year tensometric measurements. 
Ground i ce  of the permafrost, hydrolaccoliths and ice  veins/wedges/. 
Var iabi l i ty  of the permafrost ac t ive  layer  in dependence on local 
hypsometric, morphological and hydrological condit ions.  Permafrost and 
snow cover. 
Vertical and horizontal so i l  movement resul t ing  from freezing.  The 
mechanism of f r o s t  heave. 
Frost creep on s lopes ,  long term measurements a t  Hornsund. Rock g l a c i e r  
movements. Devices for  measuring these processes have a1 so been 
ins ta l l ed  a t  the Stockholm University s t a t i o n  a t  Tarfa la ,  Konekajse. 
Debris s lope ,  ta luses  - continuous measurements of debris  and block 
movements on Spitsbergen. 
Eolian processes in per ig lac ia l  conditions. Special ly designed 
defla-meters have been ins ta l l ed  a t  Hornsund. 
Desiccation processes in the tundra - desiccation f i s su res  - measured a t  
Hornsund. 
Geomorphological and hydrological mapping of permafrost areas.  

Report by Professor Dr. Alfred Jahn. 

S W E D E N  

I n  northern Sweden (Abisko Mountains) i t  i s  mainly the geomorphological 
aspects  of permafrost t h a t  are  being studied such as :  "permafrost mounds", 
mounds presumed to  be pingos and presumed r e l i c s  or  collapsed pingos. These 
fea tures  have been d r i l l e d  and excavated (Akerman and Malmstrom, University 
of Lund ; Lagerback and Rodhe, Swedish Geological Survey). Ground temperature 
measurements are  carr ied  out to  study the a l t i t u d i n a l  d i s t r ibu t ion  of 
permafrost in the northern parts  of Sweden ( P . P .  Jeckel , University of 
Gei ssen,  West Germany). In connection with the recent ly  compl e$ed 
construction of a  road between Sweden and Norway from Ki runa to .*~arv i  k ,  
temperature measurements are  carr ied  out where the road crosses permafrost 
areas with pal sa mires. I n  southern Sweden, re1 i c  permafrost s t ruc tu res  have 
been studied in excavations made fo r  a  gas pipeline ( H .  Svensson, University 
of Copenhagen, Denmark). Re1 i c  surface fea tures  indicat ing former permafrost 
fea tures  in south Sweden are  being mapped and studied by several workers ( H .  
Svensson, University of Copenhagen and S. Johnsson, University of L u n d ) .  

Report by Dr. Rolf Nyberg. 

SWITZERLAND 

In the spring of 1986, the "Swiss Coordinating Group on Permafrost" was 
established by the Swiss Academy of Sciences. I t  i s  planned to  function 
u n t i l  about 1990 without formal s t a t u t e s ,  o f f i c i a l  pos i t ions ,  or  external 
funding. During t h i s  f i r s t  period, the development of the International  
Association as well as of the corresponding i n t e r e s t  in Switzerland are  being 
observed and a su i t ab le  continuation of the a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  1990 shall  be 
prepared. Contact i s  guaranteed with comparable groups and commissions on 
Quaternary geology, geomorphology, polar research and g lac ie r  observations 
Administrative work i s  being carr ied  out be W .  Haeberl i  , VAW/ETH Zurich. 

The group i s  now composed of about 25 natural s c i e n t i s t s  and engineers from 
various i n s t i t u t e s  in the French and German speaking par t  of Switzerland. 



The ma in  f i e l d s  o f  i n t e r e s t  a r e : -  

- h i g h  moun ta in  p e r m a f r o s t ,  
- I c e  Age p e r m a f r o s t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
- a r t i f i c i a l  ground f r e e z i n g .  

The group t r i e s  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  s c i e n t i f i c  and p r a c t i c a l  work i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  
t o  i n t e n s i f y  c o n t a c t s  between s p e c i a l i s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  as w e l l  as' w i t h  
,he i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e r m a f r o s t  community, and t o  improve t h e  f l l l , c  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  p e r m a f r o s t .  C lose c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  A l p i n e  
c o u n t r i e s  i s  a l s o  p lanned.  

Members o f  t h e  g roup  meet a n n u a l l y .  The f i r s t  m e e t i n g  on January  25, 1985, 
i n  Z U r i c h  was aimed a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  T a l k s  were g i v e n  on:  

- e n g i n e e r i n g  i n  f r o z e n  ground (Huder ,  Keusen) , 
- p r o s p e c t i n g  methods i n  A1 p i n e  pe rma f ros t  ( F i s c h ,  Haeber l  i , P i k a )  , 
- t r a c e s  o f  I c e  Age p e r m a f r o s t  (Ma isch ,  S c h i n d l e r ,  S c h l u c h t e r ) ,  
- ene rgy  ba lance  i n  A r c t i c  p e r m a f r o s t  (Ohmu r a )  

The second m e e t i n g  was a l s o  h e l d  i n  ZUr i ch  (June 6, 1986) ,  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  annual  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Swiss S o c i e t y  on Geomorphology. The f o l l o w i n g  
t o p i c s  were cove red  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r m a f r o s t  mee t i ng :  

- pe rma f ros t  and p e r i  g l a c i a l  geomorphology ( T e n t h o r e y ,  Campiche), 
- s k i  r u n s  on  A1 p i n e  p e r m a f r o s t  (BucherIGermany) , 
- p e r m a f r o s t  i n  Scand inav ia  ( K i  nglGermany) , 
- a r t i f i c i a l  g round f r e e z i n g  (Huder ) .  

The m e e t i n g  was f o l l o w e d  b y  an e x c u r s i o n  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s-iJe f o r  t h e  
u n d e r c r o s s i n g  o f  t h e  Limmat r i v e r  i n  a r t i f i c i a l l y  f r o z e n  g r a v e l  nea r  t h e  
t r a i n  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  Z d r i c h .  The t h i r d  m e e t i n g  ( June  11/12,  1987) 
was devo ted  t o  a  v i s i t  o f  t h e  r o c k  g l a c i e r  c o r e  d r i l l i n g  s i t e  a t  
M u r t P l / C o r v a t s c h .  D u r i n g  t h e  fo rma l  m e e t i n g  i n  S i l v a p l a n a / E n g a d i n ,  t a l  k s  
were g i v e n  on:  

- mapping o f  A1 p i n e  p e r m a f r o s t  ( K e l l e r )  , 
- ae ropho tog rammet r i ca l  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  r o c k  g l a c i e r  p e r m a f r o s t  (Schmid ) ,  
- r o c k  g l a c i e r  c o r e  d r i l l i n g  (BarschlGermany,  Haeber l  i , Vonder W h l l  ). 

No m e e t i n g  i s  p lanned f o r  1988, t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
P e r m a f r o s t  Conference. Between 1989 and 1991 however, an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
workshop on A l p i n e  p e r m a f r o s t  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  c o l l e a g u e s  f rom v a r i o u s  
c o u n t r i e s  i s  hoped t o  r e c e i v e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  Swiss Academy o f  Sc iences and 
governmenta l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  

Repor t  by Dr. W i l  f r i e d  Haeber l  i . 
UNITED STATES 

W i t h i n  t h e  U.S. N a t i o n a l  Research Counc i l  t h e r e  a r e  two commi t tees  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p e r m a f r o s t  a c t i v i t i e s ;  t h e  U.S. Committee f o r  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e r m a f r o s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  (USC/ IPA) o f  t h e  Board on E a r t h  Sc iences 
(BES) and t h e  P e r m a f r o s t  Committee o f  t h e  P o l a r  Research Board (PRB). The 



USC/IPA i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  IPA and t h e  P e r m a f r o s t  
Committee c o o r d i n a t e s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  IPA, t h e  USCIIPA i s  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
second 5 -yea r  B i b l i o g r a p h y  on P e r m a f r o s t  f o r  t h e  P e r i o d  1983-1987. A s p e c i a l  
Workshop on  Permaf ros t  Data and I n f o r m a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  Wor ld  
Data Center  A ( B o u l d e r ,  Co lo rado ) ,  wh ich  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  Trondheim 
i m m e d i a t e l y  be fo re  t h e  August  2-5, 1988, F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on 
Pe rma f ros t  (VICOP). 

Numerous pe rma f ros t  and r e 1  a t e d  p r o j e c t s  a r e  conducted b y  government 
agenc ies ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and i n d u s t r y .  The r e s u l t s  w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  75 U.S. papers  p r e s e n t e d  a t  VICOP. B r i e f l y ,  p e r m a f r o s t - c l i m a t e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  conducted b y  t h e  U.S. G e o l o g i c a l  Survey  i n  deep b o r e  h o l e  
measurements o f  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n  N o r t h e r n  A laska and b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A laska i n  s h a l l o w  bo re  ho les .  

Subsea p e r m a f r o s t  and c o a s t a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  i n  n o r t h e r n  A laska.  
I n d u s t r y  i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  s i t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  A laska i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  m a j o r  m i n i n g  p r o j e c t .  

A  j o i n t - g r o u n d  t e m p e r a t u r e  measurement program w i t h  t h e  Chinese M i n i s t r y  o f  
Ra i lways  was begun on t h e  T i b e t  P la teau  and i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  A laska.  
Temperature c a b l e s  f r o m  each c o u n t r y  were i n s t a l l e d  a t  each o f  t h e  two s i t e s  
and week l y  measurements t o  50 f e e t  a r e  b e i n g  o b t a i n e d  f o r  compar isons  on 
methods. 

P r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have s e v e r a l  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  underway.  The 
T e c h n i c a l  Counc i l  o f  t h e  Cold Regions E n g i n e e r i n g  o f  t h e  Amer ican S o c e i t y  o f  
C i v i l  Eng inee rs  i s  pub1 i s h i n g  a  new j o u r n a l  Co ld  R e g i o n a l s  E n g i n e e r i n g  and i s  
p l a n n i n g  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  on Co ld  Regions T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  1989, 
i n  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  Minnesota .  - !.H 

The American S o c i e t y  o f  T e s t i n g  and M a t e r i a l s  has formed a  new Subcommit tee 
(D 18-19) ,  Frozen S o i l  and Rock t o  deve lop  s t a n d a r d s  on p i l e  l o a d  t e s t i n g ,  
f r o s t  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  and c r e e p  t e s t i n g .  C.W. Love11 i s  t h e  Chairman. 

The American S o c i e t y  o f  Mechan ica l  Eng inee rs  w i l l  c o - h o s t  t h e  7 t h  O f f s h o r e  
Mechanics and A r c t i c  E n g i n e e r i n g  Conference i n  Houston,  Texas, Feb rua ry  7-12, 
1988. 

Note :  Any a d h e r i n g  body t h a t  w ishes t o  make an amendment t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
s h o u l d  submi t  t h e  amendment t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry -Genera l  no l a t e r  t h a n  3 1  
December 1987 i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  ( s e e  D r a f t  M inu tes ,  August  Counc i l  M e e t i n g ,  
f o o t n o t e  p. 3).  See a l s o  Repor t  o f  Nomina t i ng  Committee p. 4. 

ACTIVITIES OF WDC-A FOR GLACIOLOGY 

World Data Center -A f o r  G l a c i o l o g y  [Snow and I c e ]  (WDC) , l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lorado,  Bou lde r ,  i s  one o f  t h r e e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d a t a  c e n t e r s  
s e r v i n g  g l a c i o l o g y .  The o t h e r  two a r e  WDC-B i n  Moscow, USSR, and WDC-C i n  
Cambridge, England. The c e n t e r s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  



Geophysical  Year, se rve  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  exchange o f  d a t a  on 
a l l  forms of snow and i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  ava lanches,  f r e s h w a t e r  i c e ,  g l a c i e r s ,  
p a l e o g l a c i o l o g y ,  sea i c e  and snow cove r ;  g round i c e  and p e r m a f r o s t  a r e  a l s o  
i n c l u d e d ,  excep t  a t  Center-B. Located w i t h  WDC i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Snow and I c e  
Data Center  (NSIDC), e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1982. T h i s  c e n t e r  f u n c t i o n s  as a  
n a t i o n a l  (U.S.) i n f o r m a t i o n  and r e f e r r a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  snow and i c e  
community. Opera t i ng  under  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Counc i l  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  Un ion 
gu i d e l  i n e s ,  WDCs a r e  t o  " c o l l e c t ,  s t o r e ,  and d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and d a t a  
on G lac io logy . "  WDCINSIDC m a i n t a i n s  an a c t i v e  ongo ing program t o  a c q u i r e  
p u b l i s h e d  m a t e r i a l  i n  a l l  a reas  o f  snow and i c e  r e s e a r c h ;  i t  se rves  as an 
a r c h i v e  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 d i g i t a l  and ana log  d a t a  s e t s  on sea i c e ,  snow 
c o v e r  and g l a c i e r s ,  and i s  t h e  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force Defense 
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  Sate1 1  i t e  Program (DMSP) imagery.  A  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n .  
o f  each d a t a  s e t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  researchers .  

CITATION, t h e  in -house o n l i n e  c a t a l o g ,  o f f e r s  easy access t o  t h e  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  c o l l e c t i o n .  O n l i n e  searches a r e  per formed f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s  on 
r e q u e s t .  

xw  se-rkb 4e-w A c e s e r + e %  ti s ta r rd  % h c i r f t o g - i i a T  7 7 a t a F e Y b E  shed y -- 
WDC/NSIDC. New Accessions L i s t  i s  a  q u a r t e r l y  1  i s t  o f  documents, c a t e g o r i z e d  
by s u b j e c t ,  r e c e i v e d  and c a t a l o g u e d  d u r i n g  a  g i v e n  pe r iod .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h i s  
pub1 i c a t i o n  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h o u t  charge t o  abou t  350 s c i e n t i s t s ,  r e s e a r c h  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and : ! b r a r i e s  wor ldw ide  

G l a c i o l o g i c a l  Data (GD) i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  WDC/NSIDC. I s s u e s  
focus  on a  s p e c i a l  t o p i c  and i n c l u d e  s p e c i a l  i z e d  b i b l  i o g r a p h i e s ,  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  
and su rvey  r e p o r t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  da ta  s e t s ,  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  and s t o r a g e ,  
methodo logy,  and t e r m i n o l o g y  i n  g l a c i o l o g y .  One i s s u e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n t e r e s t t o  t h e  p e r m a f r o s t  community i s  GD-14, Pe rmaf ros t :  A  B ib1  i o g r a p h y ,  
1978-1982. T h i s  b i b l  i o g r a p h y  was comp i led  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  with-.'.'the F o u r t h  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on Permaf ros t  h e l d  i n  Fa i rbanks ,  A laska i n  J u l y  
1983. We a r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  e f f o r t  f o r  t h e  F i f t h  Conference i n  
Trondheim, August 1988, when t h e  n e x t  f i v e - y e a r  c u m u l a t i o n ,  1983-1987, w i l l  
be p repared  and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  con fe rence  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  A lso  a t  t h e  
Trondheim m e e t i n g ,  WDCINSIDC i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  conduc t  a  workshop on p e r m a f r o s t  
d a t a  a r c h i v i n g ,  management, and d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

For  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  any aspects  o f  WDC/NSIDC s e r v i c e s ,  p l e a s e  
c o n t a c t  R.G. B a r r y ,  D i r e c t o r ,  WDCINSIDC, Campus Box 449, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Co lorado,  Bou 1  d e r  , CO 80309 USA. 

Repor t  by  Dr. R.G. Bar ry .  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

ARCTIC AND ALPINE RESEARCH 

A r c t i c  and A l p i n e  Research i s  an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  j o u r n a l  t h a t  p u b l i s h e s  
o r i g i n a l  research  papers,  r e v i e w  papers,  and newsworthy i t ems  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
any aspec t  o f  p r e s e n t  a r c t i c / s u b a l p i n e  env i ronments  and r e l a t e d  
p a l  eoenv i  ronments, i n c l u d i n g  p e r m a f r o s t  s t u d i e s .  Symposia proceed ings and 
t h e m a t i c  i ssues  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  pub l i shed .  A n t a r c t i c / s u b a n t a r c t i c  r e s e a r c h  
i s  a l s o  i n c l u d e d .  A r c t i c  and A l p i n e  Research, now i n  i t s  n i n e t e e n t h  y e a r ,  i s  
p u b l i s h e d  by  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c t i c  and A1 p i n e  Research (INSTAAR), 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado.  The E d i t o r ,  P a t r i c k  J. Webber, and t h e  Managing 



Editor,  Kathleen A. Sal zberg , are advised by an on-campus Fu bl i ca t ions  
Committee and an international  Editorial Advisory 3rd. Distr ibution of the  
journal i s  world-wide, reaching subscribers in 25 countr ies ;  the  authorship 
i s  a lso  in te rna t iona l ,  a  typical issue containing papers by authors from s ix  
or seven cuntr ies .  The journal i s  l i s t e d  and/or abstracted by a l l  relevent  
major secondary services in the world. 

Subscription ra tes  fo r  1987 are  $55 (U.S.) for  l i b r a r i e s ,  $33 fo r  
individuals ,  and $20 for  fu l l - t ime students.  Subscribers i n  foreign 
countries ( including those in America) should add $3 for  postage. All 
correspondence regarding manuscript submissions and subscript ions should be 
sent  to the Managing Editor a t  the address below. Instructions for  
contributors appear inside the back cover of a l l  issues.  

INSTAAR also  publishes a  monograph s e r i e s ,  Occasional Papers, which i s  a  
miscellaneous col lec t ion of reports  and papers on work perf0rme.d by INSTAAR 
personnel and associa tes .  Generally these papers are  too long or 
data-intensive to  be pub1 ished as journal a r t i c l e s .  A l i s t  of ava i l ab le  
t i t l e s  may be obtained from the Managing Editbr ,  Kathleen A. Salzberg, Arctic 
and A1 pine Research, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, 80309-0450, 
U.S.A. 

Report by K.A. Salzberg. 

THE ARCTIC INSTITUTE OF N O R T H  AMERICA 

The Arctic I n s t i t u t e  plays an energetic ro le  in providing the following 
products and services :  

1. the Grant-in-Aid program which provides annual ass is tance  to  .* students 
working toward advanced degrees in northern s tud ies ;  

2 .  the well-respected mul t id isc ipl inary  journal Arctic;  

3. the newsletter Information North which de t a i l s  current  developments in 
the North; 

4. The Arctic Science and Technology Information System (ASTIS), which i s  a  
sophist icated online l i t e r a tu r e - r e t r i eva l  se rv ice ,  devoted t o  northern 
topics ; 

5. f i e l d  research s t a t i ons  a t  Kluane Lake, Yukon and Devon Island,  N.W.T. 
which are avai lable  to  researchers from Univers i t ies ,  government agencies 
and private companies; and 

6. the Arctic I n s t i t u t e  1  ib ra ry ,  a  universa l ly  accessible northern 
col lec t ion of great  h i s t o r i c  merit.  

The I n s t i t u t e ,  located a t  the University of Calgary, Calgary, A1 ber ta ,  Canada 
plays an  ac t ive  ro le  with students and facul ty .  We have a  northern l ec tu re  
se r ies  which covers topics from native land claims to  archaeology t o  alpine 
recreation.  Through the Faculty of Continuing Education we current ly  o f f e r  
courses for  senior c i t i z ens ;  other courses are proposed fo r  the future.  We 
also  have an ac t ive  s tudents '  associat ion a t  the In s t i t u t e  and a  Northern 



S t u d i e s  Group of f a c u l t y  on campus. The purpose of  t h e  Northern S t u d i e s  
Group i s  t h e  promot ion,  development and c o o r d i n a t i o n  of  t h i s  a r e a  o f  r e s e a r c h  
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Calgary  and a l s o  p rov ides  a way f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  common t o p i c s  t o  meet t o g e t h e r .  

A r c t i c  i s  an academic journa l  pub l i shed  by t h e  A r c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  of  North 
America of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Calgary  in  t h e  c i t y  of  Ca lga ry ,  A1 b e r t a ,  Canada. 
The journa l  i s  pub l i shed  q u a r t e r l y ,  and each i s s u e  c o n t a i n s  abou t  t e n  f u l l  
1 ength  p a p e r s ,  a  few n o t e s ,  a  nu: aer-  o f  bock reviews and t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r .  In r e c e n t  y e a r s  a s p e c i a l  s e r i e s  g i v i n g  a r c t i c  
p r o f i l e s  of  n o r t h e r n  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  has been i n c l u d e d .  The t o t a l  
page coun t  i s  abou t  one hundred pages per i s s u e .  

Manuscr ip t s  i n  a1 1 d i s c i p l i n e s  a r e  we.lcomed, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s .  
Indeed,  a t t e n t i o n  i s  s h i f t i n g  i n  t h e  pages of  A r c t i c  t o  t o p i c s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  
pol i  t i c a l  d e v o l u t i o n ,  s o v e r e i g n t y  and s t r u c t u r a l  changes  i n  n o r t h e r n  
economies i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s .  Some t h i r t y  d i s c i p l i n e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  
t h e  journa l  . 
As an academic j o u r n a l ,  A r c t i c  submits  a l l  o f  i t s  papers  f o r  r i g o r o u s  p e e r  - review. Care i s  t aken  t o  avoid  d i s c i p l i n a r y  j a rgon  t o  a s  g r e a t  a d e g r e e  a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  and t h e  papers  a r e  n o t  regarded a s  s p e c i a l t y  papers .  The j o u r n a l  
i s ,  however, a  journa l  o f  primary p u b l i c a t i o n .  

As i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  most North American s c i e n t i f i c  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  A r c t i c  a s k s  
f o r  a non-mandatory page charge  t o  h e l p  d e f r a y  c o s t s  o f  p roduc t fon .  

A r c t i c  goes t o  a m a i l i n g  l i s t  of a b o u t  2800. I t  i s  accompanied by t h e  
I n s t i t u t e ' s  monthly news1 e t t e r ,  Informat ion North. 

This  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  what t h e  A r c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  does and is .  ~ h ' $  purpose of  my 
job  a t  t h e  A r c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  i s  t o  expand o u r  network and encourage g roups ,  
who might be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s i m i l a r  a r e a s ,  t o  work t o g e t h e r .  

Report  by Coll een McCracken, Networks, The A r c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  of North America, 
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ca lga ry ,  2500 U n i v e r s i t y  Dr ive ,  North West, Ca lga ry ,  
A1 b e r t a ,  Canada. T2N 1N4. 
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